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The following correction was published Feb. 2, 2005:!
Substantial portions of a column originally written by Peter King and published Jan. 24 on the 
Sports Illustrated Web site were printed Jan. 30 in the Sunday Telegram under the byline of Ken 
Powers, a staff member of the Telegram & Gazette.!
The Telegram & Gazette takes plagiarism seriously and is conducting a full investigation. We 
apologize to our readers and to Sports Illustrated.!
---------------------------!
COLUMN: NFL!
The last time the Patriots and Eagles met was a contentious day for both clubs. It seems like a 
long time ago, but it was only 16 months.!!
 It was Sunday, Sept. 14, 2003, the second game in Lincoln Financial Field history. Each team 
was 0-1, and each had fallen to 0-1 in rather humiliating fashion.!!
The Patriots had been shut out in Buffalo, 31-0, just four days after releasing very popular 
defensive captain Lawyer Milloy because he refused to take a substantial pay cut.!!
The Eagles had been shut out by Tampa Bay, 17-0, in the first game in the history of the 
stadium.!!
Then, a memorable TV moment aired.!!
The Patriots were in their Philadelphia hotel rooms - kickoff wasn't until 4 p.m. - when ESPN 
football analyst Tom Jackson looked straight into the TV camera and said the New England 
players hated coach Bill Belichick.!!
Because Jackson is such a respected voice in football, and because ESPN is such a media 
power, the statement made the rounds among the Patriots by the time everyone arrived at the 
stadium that day.!!
 Whatever has been said since that day about Patriots players just shrugging their shoulders 
over Jackson's statement is a bunch of bull. Many in the organization were surprised, and 
Belichick was stunned.!!
At that time, Belichick was under fire for cutting Milloy. Whispers about a rerun of Belichick's 
Cleveland days were circulating through the media.!
What made the comment more surprising is two-fold. After the fact, Jackson revealed that he 
had not actually spoken to one single Patriots player before making the accusation. Secondly, 
Belichick coached Jackson in Denver in 1978 when the Patriotshead coach served as the 
Broncos assistant special teams coach.!!
 Since Jackson made his bold, brash statement the Patriots are 33-3.!!



!
Time has not healed the wound between the two.!!
The coach, to this day, refuses to speak with his former player. Last year, when thePatriots were 
in Houston for Super Bowl XXXVIII, Belichick refused to be interviewed by Jackson on several 
occasions and refused to go on with the network's pregame show staff if Jackson was on the 
set.!!
 After the Patriots defeated Carolina, 32-29, in last year's Super Bowl, Belichick refused to go on 
the air with ESPN, finally agreeing to after postgame show host Chris Berman, a close personal 
friend of Belichick's, asked the coach to do so as a personal favor to him.!!
 While Belichick was waiting to go on with Berman and Jackson, during a commercial, Jackson 
stuck his hand out to Belichick and said, "congratulations, coach."!!
Belichick refused to shake Jackson's hand, looked his former player in the eye and told him to 
do something that is anatomically impossible.!
Philly had its own problems at the end of that game and afterward.!!
As the Patriots were finishing a 31-10 whipping of the Eagles, dropping Philly to a barely-with-a-
pulse 0-2, a chant rose up from the crowd. The fans wanted A.J. Feeley to play quarterback 
instead of Donovan McNabb.!!
"Of all the things you could possibly do as a fan," an Eagles player said last week, "chanting for 
A.J. to play over Donovan was about the dumbest."!
But that's what the fans were doing, and McNabb and the falling Eagles just had to sit there and 
take it - with their bye week ahead, meaning they had to stew about their 0-2 start even longer.!!
Since that evening, Philadelphia is 28-6.!!
What those vocal Philly fans didn't know then was that McNabb had a bad throwing thumb, a 
large part of the reason he was stinking up the joint. All he's done since is have his best regular 
season ever, and take this star-crossed team to its first Super Bowl since the Dick Vermeil days.!!
The teams have combined to win three conference titles over the past two years, and have a 
combined record of 51-9. They're arguably the two best teams in football over the past two 
seasons.!!
They're also two of the best-run teams, and the owners have a history.!!
Eagles owner Jeff Lurie, a Massachusetts native and Clark University graduate, once tried to 
buy the New England franchise. He is friends with Patriots owner Bob Kraft, whose wife, Myra, 
is the daughter of the late Worcester philanthropist Jacob Hiatt.!!
 Both Lurie and Kraft learned the hard way that the best approach to running a football team 
when you really don't know football is to get a masterful coach on the premises and let him run 
the show.!!!



Lurie did that in 1999, hiring Andy Reid. Lurie's ownership of the Eagles is aided by his partner, 
business-wise GM Joe Banner, also a Bay State product.!!
Kraft did it with Belichick in 2000, and also is helped by football-wise director of player personnel 
Scott Pioli.!!
So what will happen?!!
The Patriots will try to pound Corey Dillon. McNabb will move Brian Westbrook everywhere and 
try to get him to make plays in the open field.!!
But the New England defense is as disciplined as a unit can be. Philly's defense is second in 
that category.!!
It all seems to add up to being the perfect recipe for a great game without many mistakes.!!
Don't you wish they were pulling on the shoulder pads and buckling up the chinstraps today 
instead of next Sunday?


